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Mr. Bob Smith 

 
 
Calendar 

 
August                 September 
7       Meet the Teacher Night, Track 4, 7 pm     1   Holiday – no school  
12  PTA Board Meeting, 6 pm, Media Ctr     4   Fall School Pictures, Tr. 1 & 3 
14  Early Release 11:40           22-26  Spirit Week 
15  Track 2 tracks out           25   Early Release      
18     Track 3 returns to school         26   Spirit Dance,  Gr. 6  3:00-5:00 
25      Fall Sport Tryouts                   Gr. 7 & 8, 6:00-8:30 
 

Dolphin Sports 

 
Football              Girls’ Soccer 
Sep 17  Wake Forest  Away     Sep 18  Wake Forest  HOME 
Sep 24  Zebulon    HOME    Sep 23  Zebulon    Away 
 
Volleyball 
Sep 23  Zebulon    Away 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 

������ �
August 2008 

Durant Road Middle School 
10401 Durant Road 
Raleigh, NC  27614 
Phone: (919) 870-4098 
Fax: (919) 518-0021 
http://durantroadms.wcpss.net 
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Kids’ Voting 

 
Mark your calendars for Tuesday, November 4, 2008.  It’s Election Day for the nation and for the students 
at Durant Road Middle School.  DRMS will participate in Kids’ Voting USA and students will cast their 
votes during an historic presidential year. 
 
Parents can help by volunteering for a few hours to work the polls on November 4th.  If you are interested, 
please contact Tracy McPherson, DRMS Kids’ Voting Chair, at tmcpherson@mindspring.com.  We did 
this two years ago and DRMS students were excited to vote, even when it was not a presidential election.  
It should be even more thrilling to watch this year.  For more information, go to, www.kidsvotingwake.org. 

 
Box Tops for Education!!                    
By Stephanie Fife 
 
 
 
 
Calling all parents and students of Durant Road Middle School.  Grab your scissors and cut those box tops!  
This is such an easy way to earn money for our school.  Just follow these simple steps: 

1. Clip Box Top coupons from hundreds of General Mills products that you already buy, like 
cereal, yogurt, cookie dough, biscuits, fruit snacks, granola bars, Ziploc bags and much more.  
For a complete list visit boxtops4education.com. 

2. Send in your trimmed Box Tops with your child to school in a small Ziploc bag. They can turn 
them in to their homeroom teacher.  I will collect them from the teachers and send them to 
General Mills and they will mail us a check for 10 cents for every Box Top.  Send them in 
throughout the school year as often as you can, they do expire! 

Easy isn’t it? It really adds up fast.  Make sure you clip those Box Tops and ask your neighbors and 
grandparents to do the same. Once you’re in the habit you will not be able to throw this “free” money 
away. 
 
For those of you who shop online, visit the Box Tops Marketplace at boxtops4education.com and choose 
from over 200 online stores including Land’s End and Target.   They do not charge any administrative fees 
and our school automatically receives up to 8% of each qualifying purchase. If you have any questions you 
can call me at 844-1195. 
 
Staff Birthdays for August 
�
 

������������	
������
 
 

 

PTA News 
 

 
 
 
 

2 Sue Frank 
10 Violet Rhinehart 
15 Tonyia Kwaiakowski 
16 Jean McInnis 
22 Rhonda Davis 
25  Retha Clark 
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Staff Appreciation Committee: 
 

Welcome back to the start of a new school year!   Our committee is always looking for ways to support our 
teachers and show them how much we appreciate the work they do for our children.  Please join our 
committee and show our staff that we notice their hard work.  The PTA provides complimentary 
lunches periodically during the year for the staff on teacher work days.  Our committee provides the 
"extras" that make these lunches special.  Throughout the year we hold drawings to award prizes for goods 
and services donated by local businesses and our great DRMS parents.  We also provide special treats on 
an ongoing basis to help keep those creative juices flowing!  Parents, if your time is limited yet you'd like 
to like to be involved in your PTA and school, this is a terrific way to contribute.  Many times it is as 
simple as sending in a treat or goody bag item to school with your child and having it dropped off at the 
front office. Please join our group of dedicated volunteers by contacting Diane Bennett at 
dwbennett@nc.rr.com.  I'll add you to our contact list and will be sending out notices to let you know of 
our upcoming events.  Thank you! 
 
No-Fuss Fundraising with Harris Teeter: 

 
Many of us shop at Harris Teeter, so it’s easy to sign up for the “Together in Education” program by 
linking your VIC card so that Durant Road Middle School benefits from your shopping.  Harris Teeter 
requires us to RELINK our cards each year, starting August 1st.  Relinking is easy.  Try one of these 
ways: 
 -Call Customer Service at 1-800-432-6111 
 -Ask the person ringing up your groceries to link your VIC card to DRMS 
 -Visit www.harristeeter.com, and click on “Together in Education” 
 
 
Dolphin Spirit Wear 

 

Durant Dolphin Spirit Wear is available for purchase - t-shirts, crew neck sweat shirts, hoodies, sweat pants 
and small drawstring backpacks are available with the Durant Dolphins logo.  Sweatpants and sweatshirts can 
be worn in PE classes this winter.  For prices and information, please see the Spirit Wear order form in this 
newsletter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

�
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Welcome to our new 2008-2009 DRMS PTA 
 
 
Office Volunteer E-mail Phone 
President Kay Meyer jwmeyer@mindspring.com 562-8506 
President-elect OPEN   
Vice President Raelynn Carr Raelynn.carr@softprocorp.com  
Treasurer Cathy Patton patton_family@juno.com 522-2196 
Secretary Terry Ward kevinwardk@bellsouth.net  844-1214 
Communications Co Sandy Willey sfwilley@mindspring.com 518-0784 
 
Committee Chairs 
 
Committee Volunteer E-mail Phone 
SPLASH/Website Sandy Willey sfwilley@mindspring.com 518-0784 
Membership Kay Meyer jwmeyer@mindspring.com 562-8506 
Fundraising Maurice Wilcox maurice@casperdynamics.com  427-6156 
Staff Appreciation Diane Bennett  dwbennett@nc.rr.com 848-1920 
Character Education Kelly Isdahl kelly@isdahl.com  
Kids Vote Tracy McPherson tmcpherson@mindspring.com  
Cultural Arts Kim Bennison pbennison@earthlink.net 841-0739 
School Store Clara Hager  clhager@nc.rr.com  
    
Directory Sandy Willey sfwilley@mindspring.com 518-0784 
Grounds John Kinney jwkinney@mindspring.com 559-2605 
8th Grade 
Celebration 

Lane Morgan 
Mary Reiher 
Randi Williams 

lanemorgan1@mac.com 
mereiher@bellsouth.net 
rmwms@earthlink.net  

866-1393 
846-1564 
844-5657 

March Madness Maurice Wilcox maurice@casperdynamics.com 427-6156 
Office Support Kim Miller kmiller3133@nc.rr.com   
Box Tops Stephanie Fife stephfife@nc.rr.com   
Reflections OPEN   
Teacher Rep   Violet Rhinehart vrhinehart@wcpss.net   
 
 
 
Please send Splash submissions to me, Sandy Willey, sfwilley@mindspring.com by Monday, 25 August, 
for the September edition. Email drmspta@yahoo.com if you are not receiving emails from the PTA, or 
wish to be removed from the email list. Visit the DRMS PTA website: 
http://durantroadms.wcpss.net/pta/ 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 7

Durant Road Middle School PTA Membership 2008 - 2009 
 
The mission of the DRMS PTA is to promote a positive educational environment for all students, involving 
students, parents, teachers and administration. 
 
Support your PTA with a 2008 – 2009 membership and receive voting rights at all General PTA meetings, 
a DRMS car decal and a student directory. 
 
Parent/Guardian Name(s): _________________________________________________________ 
Home Phone:  ________________________ 
 
Student:  _____________________ Track: _____ Grade: ___ Teacher:_____________________ 
 
Student:  _____________________ Track: _____ Grade: ___ Teacher:_____________________ 
 
Student:  _____________________ Track: _____ Grade: ___ Teacher:_____________________ 
 
Membership Options: 
 
_____ Single  - $7.00   _____ Family $14.00  _____ Dolphin Donor $30.00 
 
**  Dolphin Donor membership includes a Durant Road Middle School t-shirt, in addition to a 
student directory, and DRMS car decal.  All PTA memberships receive a student directory and car 
decal. 
 
T-shirt size _______   Color  _______ (Teal or gray) 
 
Cash Total: ___________ Check #: ________ Check Amount: ______    PTA Initials:__________ 
 
 
The PTA would like to improve communications and information access this year.  The monthly SPLASH 
newsletter and other periodic updates will be distributed via e-mail and will be posted on the DRMS PTA 
website.  To be added to the DRMS PTA e-mail distribution list, please provide your e-mail address.  No e-
mail address information will be sold or shared with any other organizations. 
 
E-mail Address 1:    ________________________________________ 
 
E-mail Address 2:    ________________________________________ 
 
  
    Student Directory 
A student directory with student name, address and phone number will be published and distributed to all 
PTA members in September.   If you would prefer to not have your student’s information included in 
the directory, complete this portion of the form. 
 
_____  Do not include my student’s information in the DRMS Student Directory 
 
Student Name(s):  _____________________________________________________ 
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Durant Road Middle School PTA Volunteers 
                                                                   
NAME: ______________________________ Phone: _________________ E-Mail: _______________________ 
Please check the committees on which you would be willing to participate.  If you are interested in chairing any of 
the committees next year, please place a “C” beside the committee name. 
 
_____ Box Tops For Education – (Chair - Stephanie Fife) Organize collection and submission of Box 

Tops for Education. 
 
_____ Character Education – (Chair – Kelly Isdahl)  Work with teachers and staff to plan Character 

Education events based on the Wake County Character Education program. 
 
_____ Cultural Arts  – (Chair - Kim Bennison) Work with teachers and staff and the United Arts Council 

to schedule and organize cultural arts (writing workshops, dramatic presentations, music, 
entertainment) events for the students 

 
_____ 8th Grade Celebration – (Chair – Lane Morgan/Mary Reiher/Randi Williams) Plan and organize 

the 8th grade year end picnics, dance and other activities 
 
_____ Fundraising – (Chair – Maurice Wilcox) Plan and organize activities to raise funds to support the 

activities of the PTA  
 
_____ Grounds Beautification – (Chair - John Kinney) Work to maintain and enhance the grounds, 

landscaping, and campus appearance 
 
_____ Kid’s Vote - (Chair – Tracy McPherson) Organize Kid’s Vote activities in conjunction with the 

national elections 
 
_____ March Madness – (Chair – Maurice Wilcox) Plan and organize the spring March Madness event 

involving basketball games between staff and students 
 
_____ Membership – (Chair – Kay Meyer) Promote and process PTA memberships, distribute 

membership cards and register all members with the State and National PTA 
 
_____ Office Support – (Chair – Kim Miller) Coordinate parent volunteers to assist office staff during 

school hours 
 
_____ Reflections – (Chair – OPEN) Publicize the Reflections program and coordinate submission of 

Reflections entries to Wake County PTA. 
 
_____ SPLASH/Student Directory/Website – (Chair – Sandy Willey) Assemble and publish the monthly 

SPLASH newsletter and the annual Student Directory 
 
_____ School Store – (Chair – Clara Hager) On a rotating schedule with other volunteers, open and run the 

school store. Store hours are 7:15-7:40 am 1 –2 days per week. 
 
_____ Staff Appreciation – (Chair – Dianne Bennett) Organize teacher, staff, bus driver and custodian 

appreciation activities 
 
If you would be interested in being a member of the PTA Board next year, please indicate your preferred 
office: 
_____ President      _____  President-elect (act a liaison with Staff)  
_____ Track Vice President    _____ Secretary      
_____ Treasurer      _____ Communications Coordinator 



 9

 
Advertising with DRMS 

 
Many of you may own businesses or have friends who own businesses.  DRMS PTA offers you an 
opportunity to advertise your business in our monthly Splash newsletters and our student directory.  Both 
of these publications reach over 500 families in the north Raleigh area.  Please see the information below 
and consider advertising with us. 
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